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By Haley Jones 

 

Nearly one million teenage women 
have babies every year. Seven out 
of ten will drop out of high school. 
Less than 2% go on to get a college 
degree. 80% of teen moms spend 
at least a part of their lives         
dependent on welfare. With these 
sad and troubling statistics, the 
question has to be asked, what is 

our community doing to help? 

 

There are many reasons that it may 
be difficult for a teen mom to finish 
high school. Some moms feel as 
though they will be judged for   
having a child so young and may be 
embarrassed. It is difficult to find 
child care. Many moms don’t trust 
others to watch their babies, or 
don’t have the support they need or 
people to take care of their young 
ones. Despite their young age, teen 
moms often feel that they need to 
be responsible and work to support 
their child so their parents or family 
do not have to buy everything.  
Babies require lots of diapers, 
clothes because they grow so fast, 
wipes, and food, just to name a few 
things. Transportation can be very 
hard to find for a young mother and 
her baby. Buses are hard to take 
because you have a stroller or a 
carrier. Friends can sometimes give 
rides, but usually expect gas money 

or a favor in return.  

 

Three of our moms and good stu-
dents at Wilson answered questions 
about why they think it is hard to be 
a teen mom attending school. 
Sky’Lynn Dinwiddie said that she is 
embarrassed because she is not as 
experienced and everything is new 

to her.  

 

Shelby Kemp said that she has to 
miss school almost “everyday!” 
because she doesn’t trust people 
with her baby. Shontalay Glaspie 

said that, ”we need daycares in 
our schools or something that 
helps us out with school.” She 
said she would benefit from a 
daycare here at school and many 

moms agree.  

 

Neither Shelby or Sky’Lynn seem 
to have an issue with             
transportation, which is unusual. 
Sky’Lynn’s Dad has a car so that 
she can get around, and Shelby 
walks everywhere. Shontalay has 

a car, but gas is expensive. 

 

All of the moms said they needed 
support. They said that having 
someone to talk to for advice or 
experience is very helpful. Shelby 
very wisely said, “sometimes 
things go through your head like 
you can’t do something, and 

others give really good advice.” 

 

The last question the moms were 
asked was, “Do you think Jackson 
is doing their best to help teen 

moms or single parents?”     
Shontalay and Sky’Lynn both said 
that it would be much more help-
ful if we had daycares in school. 
The writer of this article thinks 
that it would be beneficial to have 
more free activities for young 
children where they can learn and 

be with their parents. 

 

It is important that we support our 
teen moms because they are in 
need of the support more than 
other groups. Young moms are 
young, and sometimes are only 
scolded when they should be 
helped, so that they can be the 
best parents they can be, suc-
ceed themselves, and help their 

children to find success. 

 

 

Volume 1 ,  Issue 1  

ARE  WE  DOING  OUR  BEST  TO  

SUPPORT  TEEN  MOMS?  

May 28,  2015  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Why Is It So Peaceful? 2 

What the School Needs 2 

Phones in Schools 3 

Art: Lifestyle or Hobby? 3 

Teachers Lives 4 

Teachers Lives 5 

Clothing in Question? 5 

W IZARD ’S  WORD  

Haley and her daughter Nevaeh take a selfie together. 



By Yemari Hardrick 

 

When the middle school students 
left, there was less drama and it 
was more peaceful. There is now 
more room in the school and 
teachers like Mr. Aponte and Mr. 
Slater finally have their own  

classroom space. We had to split 
our lunch between them; some 
students had lunch before the 
middle schoolers and some had it 
after. Now we get the school to 
ourselves like a regular high 
school. Without the middle school 
students, we have less behavior 

issues and more space for 

everyone. 

 

Freshman Camry Rowe 
agrees that it is more 
peaceful without our 
younger classmates. 
Camry is happy that the 
middle school students are 
gone because she thought 
that they, “don’t listen and 
they start too much stuff.” 
She thinks it is better with-
out the middle school kids 
because “this is a high 

school,” and she didn’t like   
having the younger students here. 
Camry likes the way lunch is now 
because the lunchroom is not as 
packed and we never have to 
share with the middle schoolers. 
Camry feels like there is less 
drama and it is more peaceful 
without the middle school      
students here because “they 
were still kids” and they were not 

mature enough. 

 

Our middle school program 

moved to Parkside after winter 

break during third quarter this 

year to allow for more students to 

be added to the program. Since 

the program re-located, many less 

students have been in T.O. and 

halls are quieter.  
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WHAT  THE  SCHOOL  NEEDS  MOST  

WHY  I S  IT  SO  PEACEFUL  IN  

SCHOOL?  

unplanned times and that those 
issues throw a “wrench” in    
lessons. Students aren’t able to 

do some assignments. 

 

When asked why they thought our 
equipment is worse than the 
equipment at Jackson High, Mr. 
Clark responded that it was    
because “the school board does 
not realize the importance of the 
virtual program to our revenue 

stream.” 

 

What would help us as a school 

more than anything would be new 

computers. The students cannot 

get their work done in class and 

as a result are failing because 

they can’t load their computers 

on time.  

By Josh Samons 

 

I interviewed three teachers 
about what they need most at this 
school. They all said what we 
need more than anything is new 
computers. The computers are 
not what they used to be. We 
need better computers in school. 
Mr. Clark and Mr. Savicke need 
updated computers because the 
computers are slow and old. 
Students have to wait for a long 
period of time for their programs 
to start. Mr.Clark and Mr.Savicke 
said they have technical issues at 

“Camry is happy that 

the middle school 

students are gone because 

she thought that they, 

‘don’t listen and they 

start too much stuff.’” 

A quiet, empty hallway of T.A. during class 
time. 
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An example of our view as we wait for our computers to 
load. 



Wizard’s  Word 

By Marszdies Tribblett 

 

Do you think phones should be 

allowed in school?  

 

Some believe phones should be 
allowed in school in case of an 
emergency, or if your parents call 
the office and no one’s there to 
answer. I think that it can be 
useful in some situations. A lot of 
people can’t concentrate without 
some type of music to motivate 

them.  

 

I interviewed Ms. Des and she 
believes that phones should not 
be allowed in school. She said, “it 
could be a very big distraction for 
learning”. She also said that 
“students would rather listen to 
music and be on their phones 
then to do their work”. She be-
lieves it is a district policy that 
students should not be on their 

phones. She said “EVERY 
TEACHER, should be on the 
same page” when it comes to 
phones and “if a parent needs 
to talk to their child, they 
should call the school and 

have them called down.” 

 

I do not agree with her be-
cause as I said before, it could 
be an important situation and 
their parents may really need 
to speak to them. It could be a 
day that no one is in the office 
to answer the phone and it is 
harder to call the office when 
instead, they could just call their 
child’s phone. I believe it’s a good 

idea to have phones in school! 

 

Some teachers don’t care about 
whether or not students have 
phones and others do. Most 
teachers give a warning about 
phones before taking them, but 
people still abuse the policy. Most 

students think that it is okay if 
they can’t have their phones 
during work time, but that they 
should be able to have them after 
everything is finished. If every 
teacher had the same rules, it 
would be much easier for      

everyone. 

a lot of students gain an interest 
or experience with Art.  In history, 
students learn about different 
eras in time.  Each is defined by 
architecture and traditional styles 
in design. This determines hair 
styles, fashion, music trends. 
Students learn about artists like 
Leonardo Divinci, Pablo Picasso, 
Andy Warhol, and Salvador Dali.  
“The student’s see how styles 
and designs help determine the 
trends of times in architecture 

and fashion, “said Mr. Nabozny. 

 

As a person’s 
interest grows 
towards   
something, 
they tend to 
use it more 
and more 
everyday life. 
As adults we 
chose our 
careers based 
our likes and 
dislikes.   
Careers such 
sculpting, landscaping, tattoo  
artists, construction, and food 

By Alontay Hill 

 

Some people are born to draw, 
while some others have a life 
changing experience and are 
“drawn” to it. Few do it in their 
spare time, while other includes it 
in everything they do. Regardless, 
most start out doing it for fun and 
later turn it into a career and/or 
lifestyle because it so life        

involving. 

 

Interest in Art usually starts at an 
early age.  Doing projects for 
class and crafting activities. Mr. 
Nabozny, an Art Teacher at T. A. 
Wilson, stated “Most kids get into 
art at an early age. Activities are 
done and created to help kid’s 
minds and imaginations develop.”  
From making name tags on the 
first day of school to wall art.  “I 
remember kids always looking 
over my shoulder to see what I 
was working on.” This helps the    
students build self-esteem,      

confidence, and self-worth.   

 

Middle and high school are where 

preparation all use art in some way 
shape or form. These individuals 
also tend to use Art after and be-
fore work as well.  From painting, to 
music, to building, to sewing, to 
drawing, most of these individuals 

time is spent in some form of ART.  

 

Art for a lot of people starts as a 

hobby, but as abilities and interests 

grow, so does an individual’s     

involvement in Art as a lifestyle.  At 

first kids do activities for growth 

and development of their minds. 

Once interested, life 

then revolves around 

those things we like to 

do.   
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PHONES  IN  SCHOOLS  

ART :  A  L I F E STYLE  OR  A  HOBBY ?  
“If  every teacher had 

the same rules, it would 

be much easier for 

everyone.” 

Lots of staff say we should have no 
phones in class. 

Artist Bob Ross was on TV  
teaching people how to draw for 
years! 

Pablo Picasso lived the art    
lifestyle. 



By Natiezia Headen 

 

Mr. Joshua Lindeman has taught 
for 9 years total, 5 years at T.A 
Wilson. He enjoys teaching and 
opening up the childrens’ minds 

to new things.  

 

His hobbies outside of school 
include coaching the Addison 
varsity football team, working out, 
reading, and spending time with 
his family. His favorite things to 

do are to eat and watch football. 

 

He enjoys spending time and 

going on vacation during the 

summer with his daughter, 

Giselle, and his wife. He also 

works out on his own and      

continues to coach and workout 

with the Addison football team.  

She said nothing about her work 

or students has a worst part to it. 

 

She wants to retire because “39 

year is long enough!”, plus there’s 

other things she’d like to do, like 

maybe further her work. 

By Natiezia Headen 

 

Ms. Mary Lou Konkle has been 
working as the virtual program 
coordinator and teacher in our 
district for 39 years . She has 
made several online class     

programs.  

 

She said the thing she most  
enjoys is working with and getting 
to know her students more and 

more throughout the years. 
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things are paddling boarding in 
Lake Michigan and camping in 

Petoskey. 

 

He has two daughters, one 20 
year old, Majerly, and one 19 year 

old, Karah.  

 

Slater used to work on a pit crew 

for NASCAR. He enjoyed it a lot. 

By Natiezia Headen 

 

Mr. Paul Slater has been teaching 
gym, health, and a history class 
for 25 years. 13 of those years 

have been at T.A Wilson.  

 

His hobbies are coaching,    
teaching, and playing golf in 
Spring Arbor. He also enjoys 
swimming. Although his favorite 

“She said the thing she 

most enjoys is working 

with and getting to know 

her students more and 

more throughout the 

years.” 

Mr. Lindeman works with a student during 
1st hour. 
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Wizard’s  Word 

By Natiezia Headen 

 

Mr. Austin Gates is retiring after 
his 35 year teaching career. He 
has taught several different  
history courses, including world, 
black, and Michigan history, and 

current events.  

 

He explained his favorite thing 
about teaching is “finally seeing 
the light go on in my students’ 
heads, when they finally under-
stand it.” It’s the thing he most 

enjoys about the “teacher life.” 

 

He dislikes when kids just lose 
hope and give up with the “I don’t 
care anymore” attitude. He    
proclaimed it’s the worst thing 
that has happened during his 

teaching career. 

 

He doesn’t feel as if he is 
retiring, just moving on in life 
after his 35 year career. It’s 
been a long time, and he 
wants to do more things like 
travel. He is thinking about    
re-settling in a warmer place, 

“maybe Florida.”  

 

His final statement was “I’m 

an old soldier. We never die, 

just fade away slowly.”  
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C LOTH ING  I N  QUEST ION ?  

RETIRING  TEACHERS ’  L IVES :       

MR .  GATES  

attitude that day!  

 

The security staff member Des 
and the front office personnel Mr. 
Miles have stopped many      
students on the way into the 
building and told them to change 
or go home. When the students 
who are told to go change say “I 
don’t have any extra clothes 
here” they offer them some 
clothes that they have in the back 
storage room. NOBODY wants to 
wear those clothes. They are too 
big and most of them are       

hideous!  

 

With that said, I have some 
quotes from some students and 

staff that attend our school.  

 

Caleb B, 10Th grader, Thinks boys 
should wear regular pants and 
shirts.  He says girls shouldn’t 
wear shirts that show to much 
cleavage.  He also thinks that if 
the belly shows, he is good with 

that.  

 

Emily S, 10th grader, thinks shorty 
shorts are okay as long as they 
are below your fingertips. She 

says  “I wear them and would 
wear them to school, but I would 

get sent home”.  

 

Zach P, graduating senior, says “I 
do think that we should be able 
to wear pajamas to school; I don’t 

see anything wrong with it”.  

 

Last but not least, Mrs. Mota 
says “leggings could be okay, if 
they are worn with a shirt long 
enough to go over the bottom. It’s 
absolutely disgusting to see 
someone wearing leggings that 
are too small and tight. Seeing a 
butt peeking through thin      

material is disgusting”.  

 

With all of this said , I personally 

will continue to wear what I feel 

good wearing. Others can have 

their opinions and say what they 

want to say. When it comes down 

to it, wear what you feel comfort-

able in, and don’t let anyone 

change your mind about what you 

picked to wear.  

By Tega Williams 

 

I am writing this article to get 
others opinions on the current 
dress code here at our school. I 
am interested in hearing what 
others have to say because I 
really don’t agree with how this 
issue has been dealt with since I 

have attended this school! 

 

In my opinion, I think that we, the 
students should be able to wear 
what we own and have bought 
with our money or our parents’ 
money. I believe this because I 
feel that if I’m comfortable in my 
clothes than I should be able to 
wear them to school. If people 
have an issue with what others 
wear, they need to be reminded 
to mind their own business! I also 
think that if they don’t like my 
clothes or others clothes, I’d 
would be willing to let them buy 
my clothes from that day on. I’m 
sure this would cause some peo-
ple to get mad but I wouldn’t have 
a problem with this because they 
should understand that people 
should be able to have their own 
style and personality. My clothing 
often represents how I feel or my 

“ I’m an old soldier. We 

never die, just fade away 

slowly.’” 

Mr. Gates poses for a picture with a 
group of his students.  


